After a crazy week, and an action-packed Saturday, here you are, settling into your seats… oops! Don’t step on your neighbor’s toe while you’re at it. Also, turn off any gizmos you may possess – we have enough electronics on stage to jazz up today’s show. 

Spring is here! It is time to dust off the cobwebs, both inside and out, and open ourselves up to all the good things that life has in store for us. Thillana is all geared up to welcome spring into our lives. We hope you have the time of your life at today’s show,

Vaarayo Vasanthamey!

Thillana’s Spring Concerto in Tamil Major.

For today’s show, Thillana has chosen a rich mix of melodies and racy numbers, to keep up with your changing moods and likes.  So, if you feel the impulse to dance to the tunes, don’t hesitate - for this is an evening of fun & rejoicing!

Background:

Although the word ‘Thillana’ literally translates to ‘Rhythmic composition’ it has come to mean highly contagious energy and synergy! As some of you might recollect, the band was formed in June 2000, with Alex spearheading the effort. The debut show was on Aug 19th, 2000, with an ‘Independence Day’ theme. Held in a gymnasium in Redwood City, echoes bouncing off different walls, the band entertained a throng roughly 700 strong, almost until midnight! The sum roped in was no small amount, either. The total proceeds were an impressive $15000, benefiting ASHA for Education, Silicon Valley Chapter. 

The second big show was on Jan 13th, 2001, for Bay Area Tamil Manram. This was held at Gunn High School, Palo Alto, in celebration of the Pongal festival. The band rocked the auditorium with song and dance. BATM and Udavum Karangal were the beneficiaries of the $12000 raised in this show.

The band also has two smaller shows to its credit – one for the Northern California Tamil Association on Oct 17th, 2000, and an India Earthquake Relief Fundraiser on March 03, 2001.

The Thillana family has since grown beyond just the musicians – it now includes art enthusiasts who design the backdrops, a number of talented choreographers and dancers who love the idea of dancing to live music, a full-fledged web team that manages web content and layout, a team of emcees, wonderful hosts that loan their homes for practices, friends who send in delicious food to practice sessions and more…

Stars of the Show:

Abhijit Warkhedi: Although a stranger to Tamil music, his grasp of it is pretty amazing. His quiet attitude belies his excellent keyboard playing abilities.

Alex Babu Arulanthu: Architect of Thillana, singer, percussionist, actor all rolled into one amazing ball of energy. 

Anand Kalyanaraman: His rock solid basics in classical music coupled with a mathematical mind make our violinist a special one. 

Anand Lakshminarayanan: Now, here’s a prime example of the ‘energy and enthusiasm of Thillana.’ He resides in Seattle, and practices with great discipline, every weekend on his base guitar, while we practice here, in the Bay Area. Come d-day, he flies out, unlocks his guitar case, and makes the songs that much fuller with his able playing!

Anitha Dixit: This ‘nightingale’, true to her voice, can traverse a couple of octaves with no effort at all!

Kavitha Nagarajan: Petite Electrical Engineer with a versatile voice, combined with verve and enthusiasm.

Kishmu(Krishnamurti Kalvai): He is DA MAN - orchestrates every single song. His discerning ears and flawless playing on the keyboard make the songs come alive on stage.

Kumudha Gomatam: She’s funny, she’s graceful and has an S. Janaki voice. Not just an emcee, she also ‘dances to Thillana’s tunes’.

Meera Manohar: A Red Cross volunteer, a perfectionist, and a gifted vocalist, with the most mellifluous voice. 

Murali: Our talented guest artist of the show, he sure is going to get your feet tapping for a surprise number!!

Munish: An accomplished actor and a Tamil ‘pundit’, whose Tamil literary contributions can make you sit up and take notice.  

Mukundan Narasimhan: A voice that can range from an SPB to a CS 

Jayaraman, with no effort at all. He is also an accomplished composer and keyboard player, with award-winning compositions to his credit.

Nagaraj: This ARR look-alike has fingers that fly over the keyboard, effortlessly. He has to listen to a song, but once, and he is ready to play.

Natarajan: A sought after local mridangist whose quick fingers spice up our songs.

Nitin: Our guitar-man strums out perfect tunes for a strange dialect. 

Panch Chandrasekaran: This avid trekker loves rhythms and all kinds of music. An able percussionist, he also lends his voice to catchy songs.

Ragavan Manian: Well, there’s really no way words can do justice to this artist. An extremely talented vocalist, violinist, flute player, harmonica player, kanjira player… 

the list goes on…

Revathi Narayanan: She loves to try out new voices and twists – a very talented vocalist who sings with contagious energy. 

Sampath Ranganathan: Affectionately known as SamP, he is a great dancer, choreographer, flute player, violinist and singer all packaged into a simple, unassuming personality.

Shubha: Husky renditions by this music major make even the most difficult songs sound so easy.

Shyamala: Able organizer of our band - From fliers to auditorium bookings to ticket sales, she is on top of every little detail and at the bottom of it too (
Subbu Chandrasekaran: He has fantastic timing and is very funny. An able emcee, he’s sure to win your hearts today.

Sudhakar: An awesome mimic and dancer too!

Vivek Laddha: Always armed with a smile, he pounds away on his V drums, although Tamil is Greek and Latin to him.

Emcees Team

This team spent their creative juices coming up with a story and script and polished their act to make you laugh. (
Story       : Revathi, Alex

Script      : Alex

Direction: Munish

Team      : Subbu, Kumudha, Munish, Sudhakar

Sights & Sounds:

Lights
    : Gopi, Balaji, Krishnan, Shyamala

Sound     : Atul, Hari, Ranjith

Art N Dee(Backdrop) Team

This arty group was spotted around parking lots, working on the huge spread-out backdrop. They have quite a few ruined T-shirts to vouch for their hours spent painting. But, they sure had fun!!

Idea, Concept & Execution: Bubbly Balaji, Artsy Bhuvaneswari(Bhoons), You-can-depend-on-me-Gopi, the Colorful Janani, Vivacious Paddy(Padma), Ofcourse-it-can-be-done Rama,  Impossible-spelt-I’mpossible-Shyamala.

Support: Archana, Munish, Sanjeev.

Web Team

These guys and gals collected facts and pictures, wrote our bios and uploaded everything onto the web for all to see.

Web Manager: Siva

Author of our stylish Artist bios: Sujatha

Design and Facts Contribution: Archana, Shyamala.

Information organization and collection: Meera, Shyamala.

Content Contributors: Anitha, Archana, Revathi, Sujatha.

Tech wizards: Siva, Ramani.

Support: Madhurabarathi, Rama, Kavitha.

Dance Teams

This group choreographed dance sequences and practiced such daredevil moves that one of our dancers now has a broken foot!

Choreography: SamP

Dancers: Hema, Kumudha, Ram, Sabitha, Kavitha (Thillana owes her a toe!)

Choreography: Praveen

Dancers: Kiran, Praveen, Siva, Shankar, Venkatesh
Publicity Team

Poster/Fliers/T-shirts Design: Paddy(Padma) with moral support from Revathi 

                                                       & Shyamala.

Banners: Shyamala, Bhoons, Rama.

Slides: Meera

Creative input for Publicity: Alex, Kavitha, Revathi, Shyamala.

Our huge ThankYou List – (Don’t skip it, you may be featured in here!)

Amitesh for Practice Venue – Temple in East Palo Alto.

Cheenu and Janani – Practice Venue and great hosts.

Ravi and Meena – Practice Venue - Community systems, Sunnyvale

Mrs. Shyamala and Mr. Chandrasekaran – Awesome food, Hosting & Practice 

                                                                            Venue.

Chelvi and Murali – Food, Food, Food!!!

Bhavi – Foothill Student contact and a big help in Publicity

Production Support – Archana, Paddy, Mahesh.

Mahesh and Lalitha – Expert advice on backdrop issues.

Mostly Tamil Sutha – Airing our ad.

Thendral.com Chockalingam – Live broadcast of the show on Thendral.com

Thendral Magazine CK – Coverage of the show in Thendral magazine.

Kamalakannan & N.S.Ranganathan(Nasur)- Poster printing in India.

Sridhar Rangaswamy – Ticket printing in India.

California Tamil Academy - Colorful contributions by children
Audience – For your enthusiastic cheering and participation!!!

- To all you guys, Thillana is thankfully yours…

